Neurogenic pulmonary oedema complicating a lateral medullary infarct.
Neurogenic pulmonary oedema (NPO) is a rare clinical syndrome of pulmonary oedema occurring secondary to an insult of the central nervous system (CNS). The exact aetiology of this disorder is unknown. NPO can be fatal and poor awareness and identification of this entity, particularly in terms of misdiagnosis as primary pulmonary or cardiac disease, can result in suboptimal management and outcomes. We describe the presentation and management of a 68-year-old woman with an acute left lateral medullary stroke complicated by pulmonary oedema. The likely aetiology is discussed, and important learning points are highlighted.